
 John Hurst 
 4024 N. Woodstock Street 
 Arlington, Virginia 22207 

703-241-1243 
hurst@coparent.info   
hurst@DivorceCounselingGroup.com 
 
 
Mediator – Virginia Supreme Court Certification # 1537 
Family Divorce/Custody/Property mediation specializing in high conflict custody disputes. 
 
Parent ing Coordinator 
Interventions for dealing with High Conflict divorced families. Helping parents structure, 
implement, and monitor viable parenting plans. 
 
 

        Career 
   1999 to present Mediator/Parenting Coordinator – In private practice as a family mediator and parenting coordinator 

with specialization in working with high conflict families. As of 2016, has been engaged with over 1000 
families in various stages of separation, divorce and family conflict. Effectively implementing a hybrid 
Impasse Directed Mediation model in high conflict mediation. 

 
       2000 – 2003 Northern Virginia Mediation Services. – Contract mediator performing family, divorce/custody 

mediation for NVMS an affiliate of Institute for Conflict Analysis & Resolution, George Mason 
University. 

 
       1997 – 1999 WSA Inc. – Initiated and put into action a plan to position the company for acquisition within industry. 

Negotiated and executed a sale of company to larger organization situated to accelerate company’s 
growth. 

 
       1994 – 1997 Sabbatical – comprehensive investigation of structured conflict management, principled negotiation and 

facilitation. In depth research of the effects of parental conflict on children of divorce. Study of Parental 
Alienation Syndrome and related subjects encompassing detrimental behaviors that impact divorced 
families. Studied behavioral psychology of adults and developmental impediments of children and 
adolescents involved in conflict ridden families. Reviewed information and assembled statistics from 
many bona fide research organizations involved in studies on high conflict families in the United States. 

 
       1978 – 1994 WSA Inc. – Founder at age 22  / President and Chief Executive – manufacture of custom life-safety 

electronic systems. With no initial capital, started and built the company to the largest profitable niche 
manufacture, known 20 years as the acknowledged leader for products of unmatched quality, innovation, 
and proven dependability with in the industry. 

 
 

Associations/ 
Organizations Association of Family and Conciliation Courts (Active Member) - is an interdisciplinary and 

international association of judges, lawyers, mediators, mental health professionals, academics, parent 
educators and others dedicated to improving the lives of children and families through the resolution of 
family conflict. 

 
 Association for Conflict Resolution (Active Member) -  a professional organization �dedicated to 

enhancing �the practice and public understanding �of conflict resolution. 
 
 



 
 
 Academy of  Professional Family Mediators  (Active Member) -  a professional organization to serve as 

a foundation for defining the Professional Practice of Family Mediation  
 
. American Bar Association – Alternative Dispute Resolution Section   (Active Member) -  an 

organization committed to doing what only a national association of attorneys can do: serving our 
members, improving the legal profession, eliminating bias and enhancing diversity, and advancing the 
rule of law throughout the United States and around the world. 

 
 Supervised Visitation Network  (Active Member) -  a multi-national non-profit membership 

organization that is literally a network of agencies and individuals who are interested in assuring that 
children can have safe, conflict-free access to parents with whom they do not reside. 

 
 Maryland State Judiciary Courts - Committee on Rules of Practice and Procedure (Consultant) – 

2008 – 2009 consultant to the Family/Domestic Subcommittee of the Rules Committee in drafting rules 
and procedures for the use of Parenting Coordinators in the Maryland Court system.  

 
 Washington School of Psychiatry  (Active Member) -  a professional organization dedicated to the 

promotion of human welfare through the advancement of mental health by offering education and 
training in a wide range of mental health services in the Washington D.C. area. 

 
Virginia Mediation Network (Active Member) -  an association of professional mediators �in the 
Commonwealth of Virginia to provide an interdisciplinary forum for the exchange of ideas and to 
enhance the professional skills of mediators by promoting educational development in conflict resolution. 
 

 Maryland Mediation and Conflict Resolution Office (MACRO) (Active Member) - is a state office of 
dispute resolution created and chaired by the Honorable Robert M. Bell, Chief Judge of the Court of 
Appeals, Maryland’s highest appellate court. 

 Maryland Program for Mediator Excellence training division of MACRO– member since 2007 
 
Montgomery County Divorce Roundtable (Past Member) - 2000 - 2001 a collaboration of lawyers, 
mental health providers and mediators, whose goal has been to lessen the destructive effect of separation 
and divorce on Maryland families. Member of the High Conflict Divorce sub committee. 

 
 
 Northern Virginia Divorce Roundtable (Past Member) – Founder and Chairman 2000 – 2001 - 

organized as a forum of professionals in divorce and family law related fields, including  Judges, Lawyers, 
Mediators, Custody Evaluators, Court personnel, Guardian ad litems, Therapists, Psychologists and 
Parenting Coordinators to share information and resources and to promote cooperative divorce and 
constructive parenting. 

 
 Falls Church Public/Private Partnership (Past Member) – 1988 Founded and organized the Falls 

Church Public / Private Partnership. Voted first President of the organization dedicated to promote 
government and business relationship with in the City of Falls Church 

 
 1994-1997 Elementary School Tutor – First, Second and Fourth Grades- Frederick County Virginia 

1986-1990 Served on the Falls Church City Business Commission 
 1980-1984 Volunteer work for Family Shelters – Shelter House, Alexandria – Route 1 Housing 
 
 
   Training/ Virginia Supreme Courts Mediation Certification – training received certification in 2000 and  
    Classes recertification every 2 years. Cert - 1537 

 



APA – American Psychological Association 
2017 – March 23, 2017 – Power Dynamics in Intimate and Sexual Relationships? – Dr. Marty Klien 
 PhD.  Wash. D.C.  CE 3 hrs 
2014 – July 14, 2014 – Infidelity: After the Affair, Who Owns the Relationship? – Dr. Marty Klien PhD.  
 Wash. D.C.  CE 3 hrs 
2013 – October 24, 2013 – When Pornography is an Issue: Innovative Approaches to Couples  
 Counseling & Psychotherapy – Dr. Marty Klien PhD.  Wash. D.C.  CE 3 hrs 
2013 – July 19, 2013 – Advanced Assessment and Treatment of Attention Deficit Disorders – Dr.  
    Thomas E Brown PhD.  Wash. D.C.  CE 3 hrs 
2013 – June 21, 2013 – SLD Determination Under IDEA: Integration of RTI and Neurocognitive  
 Assessment  Wash. D.C.  CE 3 hrs 
2013 – March 15, 2013 – Trauma-Informed Parenting & Custody Examinations: 
     Wash. D.C.  CE 3 hrs 
2011 – April 15, 2011 – Treating Complex Traumatic Stress Disorders: an Evidence Based Guide – 
     Wash. D.C.  CE 3 hrs 

 2010 - September 24, 2010 Remuda Ranch In-Patient Treatment Program – Hope, Acceptance and 
 Change – Healing in the Treatment of Eating and Anxiety Disorders. – 4.25 CPEU credits. – 
 Arlington, Va 
2009 – March 13 – Grief Therapy and the Reconstruction of Meaning – Wash. D.C. CE-3hrs 
2009 – March 9 -  Sexual Addiction and Compulsivity – Wash D.C. CE-2hrs 
 
 
ABA – American Bar Association – Center for Professional Development 
2016 -  November 19, 2016 – Negotiation Institute Hands On Training in Legal Bargaining Skills CE 6 
 hrs. 
2012 – September 20, 2012 – Recognizing Warning Signs of Suicide in your Clients and Colleagues :  
 ABA Live Webcast    CE 3 hrs 
2012 – September 19, 2012 – Criminal Law in an Un-Civil Case – Handling Accusations of Criminal  
 Conduct in Family Law: ABA Live Webcast    CE 3 hrs 
 
AAP – American Academy of Psychotherapists  
2017 – February 24-25, 2017 – DC Chapter Spring Training – The Chicago School of Psychology The 
Psychotherapy Relationship: What Works? : Fishbowl and Workshop. Process Group workshop  
 
2016 – February 27, 2016 – DC Chapter Spring Training – What’s Love Got to do with it: Fishbowl and 
Workshop. Process Group workshop to explore how “love” in it’s myriad aspects shapes the therapeutic 
relationship. 
 
2015 – February 28, 2015 – DC Chapter Spring Training - Where Therapist Dare to Tread Fishbowl, 
Courage vs. caution or risk-taking vs. safe containment of our feelings and perceptions while engaging 
with our clients. Negotiating the paradox in human nature, security of emotional comfort zones and 
excitement and growth that comes with taking emotional risks. 
 
D.C. Superior Court – Multi-Door Dispute Resolution Division 
2017 – Family Property Issues – 14 hours – May 15-16, 2017 
2016 – Mediator Ethics – 2 credits – March 31, 2016 
2015 – Child Protection Roundtable with Judge Noel Johnson – 2 credits March 12, 2015 
2013 – December, Washington D.C. – 5 Day – Child Abuse and Neglect Protection Mediation 
Training. Prerequisite training for mediating Child Abuse and Neglect case for Multi-Door Dispute 
Resolution. 42 hours over 6 days. 
 
NBI – Continuing Legal Education 
 
2017 – November 3, 2017 Fairfax, Va – Judicial Forum on Domestic Relations – with Hon,. Jeanette 
Irby, Hon. Lisa Baird, Hon. Gayl Carr, Hon. Lon Farris, Hon. Kimberly Irving, Hon. Lorraine 
Nordlund. Moderator Eric Clingan CE 6 hrs 



2016 – October 13, 2016 Webinar – QDRO Process From Start to Finish  CE 1.5  VKD 
 
2016 – January 27, 2016 Fairfax, Va – Advanced Custody and Support Issues – Parenting Issues from a 
Judges Perspective, Drafting Parenting Plans, Custody Evaluations Understanding the Tools, Relocation 
Issues and UCCJEA, UIFSA Child Support Issues, Alienation and Abuse.  CE 6 hrs 
 
2013 – September 17, 2013 Fairfax, Va - Family Law Advanced Issues– Recent Developments Affecting 
Same Sex Couples in Virginia;  Special Issues in Military Divorce; Child Evaluations in Custody and 
Support Litigation;  Equitable Distribution of Pensions and Retirement Plans; When Bankruptcy Meets 
Divorce; Collaborative Divorce- A New Approach to Family Law :   ABA Live Webcast    
CE 6 hrs 
 
 
NVMS – Northern Virginia Mediation Services training 
2005 - What Attorneys want from Mediators (1.5 hrs) 
2004 - Alternative Dispute Resolution – Beyond Mediation (4 hrs) 
2004 - Mediating Complex and Multiparty Civil Cases (8 hrs) 
2004 - Virginia Mediator Ethics (2 hrs) 
2002 - Virginia Confidentiality Statues (1.5 hr) 
2002 - Mediation Ethics, General and Family (2 hrs) 
2002 - Resolving Economic Issues in Divorce (12 hrs) 
2002 - Preparing Memoranda and Agreements (4 hrs) 
2001 - Advanced Mediation Skills (8 hrs) 
2000 - Issues of Domestic Violence in Mediation (8 hrs) 
2000 - Family Mediation Skills (20 hrs) 
2000 - Professional Mediation Skills (20 hrs) 
1999 - Judicial System of Virginia (4 hrs) 
 
MACRO – Maryland Mediation and Conflict Resolution Office 
2004 – One-day conference (6 hrs CME) 
 
VMN – Virginia Mediation Network March 3, 2013 
2013 Spring – Ethical Dilemmas for Mediators (2 hr) 

 
VMN – Virginia Mediation Network October 4-5, 2009 
2009 Fall – Ensuring Self-determination though out mediation – 
   Ethical practices and avoiding coercion (2 hr) 

     A Standard to Guide Mediators Success (1.5 hr) 
     DCSE Child Support Enforcement (1.5 hr) 
     An Introduction of Gangs in Virginia (1.5 hr) 

 
VMN – Virginia Mediation Network March 8-9, 2009 
2009 Spring – Asserting the “Authorized Practice of mediation – 
  Marketing your Practice (1.5 hr) 

     Mediating with Blended Families (1.5 hr) 
     Advanced Caucus Techniques (1.5 hr)      

 
VMN – Virginia Mediation Network 
2006 – Tools for Domestic Violence cases (1.5hr) 

     Mediating in Shadow of Affair (1.5 hr) 
     Use of Financial planner in Mediation (1.5 hr) 
     Recognizing and resolving ethical dilemmas (1.5 hr) 
     Specter of Bankruptcy (1.5 hr) 
     Child Support Calculation (1.5 hr) 

      Spousal Support issues for Mediators (1.5 hr) 
 



Virginia Supreme Court Office of Executive Secretary 
2010 -  Theatre of Ethics Training – August 19, 2010 
2009 – Virginia ADR Professionals – Mediating claims for money – How to Facilitate Position Based   
       Bargaining – Andy Little – Richmond Va. April 27, 2009 
2009 -  Mediator Ethics – Theater of  Ethics  - Alexandria Va. (2hr) 
2006 – Mentoring Individuals Seeking Certification as a Court Referred Mediator (4 hr) 
 
Continuing Education Classes 
2006 – Fall NVCC PSY235 – Child Psychology –8 week 3 cr 
2006 – Fall NVCC PSY236 – Adolescent Psychology - 8 week 3 cr 
 
Harvard Negotiating Project Training – 1995-1997 with Dr. Barton Evans PhD. 
 
 
 

Workshops/ 
 Seminars/ 
Conferences 2017 – Bowen Center for Study of Family –Why We Snap: The Neuroscience of Sudden Aggresion–

Presented by Douglas Fields PhD evening seminar Washington DC . October 5, 2017 
 

2017- 30th Annual Conference Center for Alternative Dispute Resolution – Managing Conflict and 
Removing Barriers to Collaborative Decision Making –. – 2 day workshop/conference June 15,16 2017 
– Greenbelt, Md. 

 
 2017 – Virginia CLE –Effective and Ethical Resolution of Civil Litigation and Mediation in Virginia–

Presented by Hon. Stanley P. Klein and Hon. Daniel E. Ortiz Afternoon seminar (1 hr) Ethics – (2 hrs) 
CLE Credits Washington DC . March 16, 2017 

  
 2016 - Association of Family and Conciliation Courts – 12th Symposium on Child Custody Evaluations –

– Abuse, Alienation and Gatekeeping: Critical Issues for Family Court Professionals. -  Altanta Ga. 3 day 
conference November 3-5, 2016 

 
 2016 – Kolmac Clinics – A Workshop About Emotionally Focused Couple Therapy - Presented by 

Marie Caterini Choppin LCSW-C and Gail Schumann LCSW-C. –seminar by Kolmac – Silver Spring, 
Md., October 28, 2016  - ½ day seminar– 1 continuing education hour 

 
 2016 - Association of Family and Conciliation Courts –  Intimate Partner Violence and Child Custody 

Evaluations: The AFCC Guidelines  Presenter Dr. Robin Deutsch - Webinar . 1.5 hour training 
conference August 9, 2016 

 
 2016- Interagency ADR Working Group – Workplace Conflict Management– Crisis Negotiation: 

Applying the Skills used by Law Enforcement in Conflict Resolution Practice. – U.S. Department of 
Energy Washington DC - 1 CEU hr May 17, 2016. 

 
 2016- Divorce Roundtable of Montgomery County –  1 day seminar – When Parent’s Part: Protecting 

Children’s Mental Health and Well-Being in Separation and Divorces. – 6 CEU hrs.) May 13, 2016. 
 
 2016 – Virginia CLE –32nd Annual Advanced Family Law Seminar   Trial Practice Skills– 1 day seminar 

(1 hr) Ethics – (6 hrs) CLE Credits Richmond Virginia . April 21, 2016 
 
 2016 – Virginia CLE Office of Va. Supreme Court –Representation of Children as a Guardian Ad 

Litem  - Developmental Appropriate Interviews of the Child, Ethical Consideration Serving as GAL, 
Medical and Mental Health Aspects of Child Abuse and Neglect, Virginia Law Governing Child Abuse 



and Neglect, Foster Care and Termination of Parental Rights – 7 hour seminar (2 hr) Ethics  Fairfax 
Virginia . March 17, 2016 

 
 2016 – Clinical Conference -The Bowen Center for the Study of Family – Recent Research on 

Physiological Reactivity and Managing Anxiety in Relationship Triangles – What Changes during 
Family Systems Psychotherapy – 5 hour seminar  Victoria Harrison MA, LMFT– Washington DC. 
March 11, 2016 

  
 2016 – Washington School of Psychiatry – The Impact of Emotional Dysregulation and Trauma on the 

Developing Brain: A Neuroscience Series – 4 – 2 hour seminars  Kimberly Satin-Kubler MSW, Georgia 
DeGangi PhD– Washington DC.  February 26, 2016 – March 18, 2016 

 
 2016 – Kolmac Clinics – Differentiation in Intimate Relationships in Clinical Work with Couples and 

Individauls - Presented by Elizabeth Perwin LCSW-C and Michael Radkowsky, Psy D. –seminar by 
Kolmac – Silver Spring, Md., January 8,2016  ½ day seminar– 1 continuing education hour 

  
 2015 - Association of Family and Conciliation Courts – Conference on Advanced Issues in Child 

Custody Evaluations, Litigation and Settlement –– Sessions – Ethical and Tactical Considerations in 
Pre-Custody Evaluation Litigant Preparation by Mental Health Professionals and Attorneys – Guy Ferro 
Esq. and David Martindale PhD, ABPP. – Advanced Issues in Psychological Testing in Custody Disputes 
– James Flens, PsyD - Personality Disordered Parents and Alienated Children Bill Eddy Esq., LCSW . -  
Washington D.C. 3 day conference October 1-3, 2015 

 
 2015 – Dominion Hospital – Use and Abuse of Therapeutic Boundaries – 1/2 day seminar  - Dr. 

Raymond Kotwicki  M.D. MPH Reflections Treatment Center – Falls Church, Va.  June 26, 2015 
 
 2015 – Supervised Visitation Network – Webinar – “What Visit Supervisors Need to Know About the 

Court, Legal Terminology, and Testifying” – Stephen Foster Assistant Director of the NYSPCC –.  May 
6, 2015 

 
 2015 – Kolmac Clinics – Building and Enhancing Attachment with Theraplay: An Experiential 

Workshop - Presented by Sheri Mitschelen LCSW RPT-S –seminar by Kolmac – Silver Spring, Md.  
January 9, 2015 – 1 continuing education hour 

 
 2014 – EMDRIA - NBCC – Integrative Treatment of Complex PTSD and Dissociative States –

Integrating Internal Family Systems. Ego State, Hypnotic Techniques and EMDR - Presented by Joanne 
Twombly LICSW –2 day seminar Newport Kidd Production – Sterling, Va.  October 18-19, 2014, 2014 
– 13 continuing education hours 

 
 2014 – Dominion Hospital – Motivational Interviewing – A Clinical Approach to Change – 1/2 day 

seminar  - Angela Tennis – Falls Church, Va.  April 25, 2014 
 
 2014- ABA Section of Dispute Resolution 16th Annual Spring Conference  – The Choreography of 

Resolution: Conflict, Movement and Neuroscience – The Disarming Power of Questions: Using 
Powerful Non-defensive Methods. – Thinking Slow and Fast in Mediation – Neuroscience Applications 
for Mediators : Reflections on Research and Practice – Representation and ADR: Ethical Issues Created 
by Non-Lawyer and Lawyer Representation. – 3 day workshop/conference  Miami, Florida - April 2 -,4  
2014 

 
 2013 - Association of Family and Conciliation Courts – Conference on Advanced Issues in Child 

Custody Evaluations, Litigation and Settlement –– Sessions – Parenting Coordination: Managing 
Challenging Scenarios, Daubert and the Mosaic of Child Custody Assessments, Transparency and the 
Rights of Clients, Promoting Child Resilience Despite Divorce, Preparing Clients for Custody 
Evaluations, Developing Parenting Plans that Benefit Children: Current Research and Practice 



Implications, Parenting Plan Evaluations and Intimate Partner Violence . -  Washington D.C. 3 day 
conference September26 - 28, 2013 

 
 2012- McAbee Adlerian Psychology Society Fall Conference – Sessions – Resilience-Focused Brief 

Family Therapy: An Adlerian Based Approach – William G. Nicoll, PhD –- 6 CEU credits November 9, 
2012. John Hopkins University, Maryland. 

 
 2012- ABA Section of Dispute Resolution 14th Annual Spring Conference  – Malpractice, Ethics, and 

UPL Claims against Mediators, Dealing with Difficult People, Parenting Coordination: Is This New 
ADR Process Meeting its Goals, Family Mediation in the Court and Private Contexts. – 3 day 
workshop/conference April 18 -,20 2012 

 
2011- Association of Family and Conciliation and University of Baltimore’s School of Law’s Center for 
Families, Children and the Courts Conference. Parenting Coordination: Managing Personality 
Disordered Parents -  Presenter William Eddy MSW JD..  – 2 day conference December 5-6 2011 

 
2011- Maryland Program for Mediator Excellence – Seminar – Diversity of Practice 
SeriesTransformative Model of Mediation –– (1.5 hrs) May 16, 2011. 

 
 2011- Montgomery County Divorce Roundtable – Seminar - Successful Stepfamily Integration – A 

Guide for Helping Professionals. – (1.5 hrs) January 20, 2011. 
  

2010- Association of Family and Conciliation and University of Baltimore’s School of Law’s Center for 
Families, Children and the Courts Conference. Parenting Coordination: Advanced Practice Issues -  
Presenter Matthew Sullivan PhD..  – 2 day conference December 8-9 2010 

 
 2010 - Association of Family and Conciliation Courts – 9th Symposium on Child Custody Evaluations –– 

Sessions – Divorce, Custody and Suicide, Protecting our Clients; The Relocation Evaluation; New 
Research on Child Custody Evaluations and Domestic Violence; Tailoring Parenting Plans for Hard to 
Fit Cases:  Conceptualizing the Dynamics of Enmeshed Dyad, Adultification, Parentification and 
Infantilization. -  Boston, Mass 3 day conference October 28-30, 2010 

 
 2010- McAbee Adlerian Psychology Society Fall Conference – Sessions – From Conflict to Cooperation 

in Adult-Child Relationships – Recognizing and Correcting the Mistaken Notions Behind Useless and 
Dysfunctional Interactions. - Dr. James Bitter EdD –- 6 CEU credits October 8, 2010. Silver Spring 
Maryland. 

 
 2010- Annual Conference Alternative Dispute Resolution and Maryland Mediation and Conflict 

Resolution Office – Managing Conflict and Removing Barriers to Collaborative Decision Making – 
Mediation Ethics and Your Practice, One Size Might Not Fit All, Criminal Mediation for Juveniles, 
Getting to Resolution: Turning Conflict into Collaboration,  When Conflict is Really About Race, 
Dealing with Emotions in Mediation. – 2 day workshop/conference June 17,18 2010 

 
 2009- Fairfax Bar Association CLE Program – Spousal Support Trial Strategies – Trying Spousal 

Support Cases in Trying Times. - 2 CEU credits September 15, 2009. 
 
 2009- Marymount University Human Services Graduate Program – seminar Infiltration of Gangs in 

Virginia. March 26, 2009 
 
 2008- Northern California Mediation Center – Joan Kelly PhD – Parenting Plans that Work for 

Children: Using Child Development & Divorce Research-  Joan Kelly PhD –- 5 CEU credits   
November 14, 2008. 

 



 2008- McAbee Adlerian Psychology Society Fall Conference – Sessions – Children and Divorce, 
Research and Relevance Dr. Robert Emery – Renegotiating Family Relationships Dr. Robert Emery – 
Mediation and Alternative Dispute Resolution Dr. Robert Emery – Views from the Bench Honorable 
Ann Sundt (Ret) Montgomery County Chief Family Court Judge - 3 CEU credits October 3, 2008. 

 
 2008- Virginia Mediation Network 21st Annual Spring Training Conference – Sessions -  Mediation 

Megs-Trends – Society’s Transformation from Duality to Unity, Mediator Impartially – A grid for the 
Perplexed, Advanced Domestic Violence – Using the DOVE Screening Tool. - 3 CEU credits April 13-
14 2008. 

 
2007- The Battle Between Abuse and Alienation: Assessment, Diagnosis and Interventions. Presented by 
Leslie M. Drozd, Ph.D AFCC Training at University of Baltimore\School of Law – Center for Families, 
Children and the Courts in coordination with AFCC  -  2 Day workshop December 5-6 2007 

 
2007- Parenting Coordination Helping High Conflict Parents Resolve Disputes. Presented by Joan B. 
Kelly Ph.D AFCC Training at University of Baltimore\School of Law – Center for Families, Children 
and the Courts in coordination with AFCC  -  2 Day workshop December 3-4 2007 
 
2007- Association of Family and Conciliation Courts 44th Annual Conference. Children of Separation 
and Divorce -  Pre-Conference Institute 1 day seminar Parenting Coordination: Does One Model Fit 
All? -  Sessions – Ethics in Family Law Discussion, Responding to Alienation: Practical Solutions in the 
Family Justice System, Divorce from the Eyes of the Child, Ethical Practice for Parenting Coordinators, 
Children, Marriage, Separation and Divorce: The Politics of Policy, Practice and Parenting, Research on 
High Conflict Separation and Divorce – Arizona State University, Assessing the Credibility of Self-
Report in Custody Evaluations, The Diminishing Rights of High Conflict Families, Reintegration of 
Disrupted Parent-Child Relationships.  – 4 day conference May 30- June 2, 2007 

 
2006- Parenting Coordination Working with High Conflict Families. Presented by Robin Deutsch Ph.D 
University of Baltimore\School of Law – Center for Families, Children and the Courts in coordination 
with AFCC  -  2 Day workshop December 6-7 2006. 
 
2006 - Association of Family and Conciliation Courts – 7th International Symposium on Child Custody 
Evaluations – Pre-Symposium Institute – Domestic Abuse and Attachment in Child Custody Evaluations 
– Sessions – Custody Disputes Involving Personality Disordered Clients: Strategies for Attorneys and 
Therapists, Application of Gate-keeping to Child Custody Evaluations, Examining Parental Alienation 
in Child Custody Cases: A survey of Mental Health and Legal Professionals, The High Conflict Forum: 
A Collaborative Effort to Promote Identification and Differential Responses for Separating and 
Divorcing Families -  Atlanta, Georgia 3 day conference October 19 -21, 2006 

 
 2006- Virginia Mediation Network 20th Annual Fall Training Conference – Sessions -  Tools for 

Domestic Violence cases, Mediating in the Shadow of an Affair, Use of Financial planner in Mediation, 
Recognizing and Resolving Ethical Dilemma, Spousal Support for Mediators, The Specter of 
Bankruptcy, Child Support Calculations - Charlottesville, Va  - 11 CEU credits (9 family – 2 ethics) 3 
day conference September 17-19 2006 

 
 2004 – New Life Clinics – Face to Face Conference – 2-day workshop on Boundaries April 16-17, 2004 
 
 2004- MICPEL Maryland Mediators Conference – Sessions -  1 day seminar University of Maryland 

College Park Md. December 3, 2004 
 
 2003 Leadership Training -McLean Bible Church - ½ day seminar – January 14, 2003 

 
 2002 – Smart Marriage Conference 
 
 2002 – ABA Annual Meeting – Representing Children in Custody Cases – Panel discussion with Philip 



Stahl – Washington DC  August 2, 2002 
 
 2001 – MACRO and University of Maryland School of Law, and Sheppard Pratt Educational Programs 

– Understanding Conflict and Strengthening Family Interactions – sessions – Changing the Quality of 
Conflict Interaction: A Transformative Perspective on Family Conflict, Understanding Conflict as a 
Growth Experience, Understanding the Effects of Conflict on Children, Parallel Parenting for High 
Conflict Families, The Application of Mediation Skills and Strategies to Parent-Teen Conflict.  – 
Sheppard Pratt Conference Center, Baltimore, Maryland – 1 day conference – November 20, 2001 

 
 
 2001 – Marymount University School of Human Services – Counseling Academic and Professional 

Honor Society – Coping with School Crisis’s – Dr. Scott Poland an expert on crisis prevention. 1 day 
seminar – Arlington, Virginia May 11, 2001  (6 hr CEU credits) 

 
 2001 – Conducting a Child Custody Evaluation – Philip Stahl Custody Evaluator – 1 day training on 

basics of Child Custody Evaluations in Divorce Cases – Bethesda Maryland May 7, 2001 (7 hr CE 
credits) 

 
 2001 – Children’s Right Council 13th National Conference – Parenting After Divorce – 1 day conference 

– Bethesda Maryland – May 4, 2001 
 
 2001 – Leadership Summit Training – 1 day conference Fredericksburg, Virginia  January 27, 2001 
 
  
 2000 – APA Annual Convention – 108th – session – What Judges Want from Custody Evaluations – 

Philip Stahl – Washington D.C. August 6, 2000 
 
 2000 – Dominion Hospital – Personality Disorders – 1/2 day seminar – Falls Church, Va.  October 12, 

2000 
 
 2000 – Divorce Recovery Training for Professionals – Dr. Richard Mikesell ½ day seminar – 

Washington D.C. June 2, 2000 
 
 2000 – Montgomery County Divorce Roundtable Conference – Managing High Conflict Divorce Cases 

sessions – Who is involved in the Battle and how Professionals can Intervene, Controversial Issues in 
Child Custody Cases. 1 day seminar (6 hr CEU credit) John Hopkins University April 7, 2000. 

 
 1996 – Dominion Hospital – Assessing suicidal risks in adolescents and children – 1 day seminar – Falls 

Church, Va  
 
 1996 – Dominion Hospital – Interventions in Child Therapy – 1 day seminar – Falls Church, Va 
 
 1996 – Center for Applied Psychology – Training in the Use of Games in Short-Term Therapy – 

Lawrence Shapiro Ph.D – 1 day seminar Spring, 1996 
 
 1996 – Center for Applied Psychology – Techniques and Strategies for Helping the Angry Child – David 

Greenwald Ph.D – 1 day seminar September 30, 1996 
 
 1995 – Center for Applied Psychology – Quick Techniques in Child Psychotherapy and Counseling – 

Lawrence Shapiro Ph.D  2 day seminar – Alexandria Virginia June 1995 
  
 
Presentations Virginia Mediation Network  Annual Fall Training Conference – Parenting Plans that Work for 

Children Using Child Development and Divorce Research – A Summary from Joan Kelly – 
Williamsburg, Virginia October 5, 2009 

 



 Virginia Mediation Network  Annual Spring Training Conference – Negotiating Cooperative Parenting 
Arrangements in Contentious Divorces – A discussion on the use of Parenting Coordinator in the 
Mediation Process – Richmond, Virginia April 14, 2008 

 
Fairfax Bar Association – Family Law Section – Achieving Sanity in High Conflict Litigation - 
co presented with Judith Booker M.S. LPC – seminar April 10, 2000 

 
 Fairfax County Family Services – Who turns Out Well – Research of High Conflict Divorce on 

Children – short seminar February 18, 2004 
 
 MBC Parenting Class – Setting Limits – Raising Responsible Children by Providing Reasonable 

Boundaries – 13 week 2 hour/week course by Robert MacKenzie Ed.D. 1998,  1999,  2000 
 
 Divorce Recovery Group – Beginning Again – Getting your Ex in Focus, Who Turns Out Well – 24 

week course – presented 2 of the 24 topics. 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005 
 
 
 You, Your Kids and the Divorce – Beginning Again – Effects of High Conflict on Children - Which 

Children Turn out Well – 7 Best Predictors  – 1 day seminar November 18, 2000, March 2, 2002 and 
September 14, 2002  

 
 Remarriage Class – MBC – Unresolved Issues with Children in a Blended Family – 2 hour 

presentation. 2003, 2005, 2006 
  
 
Special Mention ABA  2017 Representation in Mediation DC Regional Law School Competition Judge and 

Mediator – George Mason Scalia School of Lw–  Arlington, Va . –March 4-5, 2017 
 
 ABA  2016 Representation in Mediation DC Regional Law School Competition Judge and 

Mediator – Georgetown University School of Law– Washington DC. –February 19-20, 2016 
 
 ABA  2014 Representation in Mediation National Law School Competition Judge and Mediator – 

Judge preliminary rounds 1 and 2 – ABA 16th Spring Conference – Miami, Fl. –April 2-4, 2014 
  
 ABA  2014 Representation in Mediation Virginia Regional Law School Competition Judge and 

Mediator – Judge preliminary rounds and Mediator of finals for the Virginia Regional Law Students 
Mediation Competition – University of Richmond School of Law– Richmond , Va. –March 1 – March 
2, 2014 

 
 ABA  2014 Representation in Mediation Maryland Regional Law School Competition Judge and 

Mediator – Judge for the Maryland Regional Law Students Mediation Competition – University of 
Maryland Carey School of Law– Baltimore Md –February 22 – February 23, 2014 

 
 ABA  2012 Representation in Mediation National Law School Competition Judge and Mediator – 

Judge for the National Law Students Mediation Competition – ABA Section of Dispute Resolution 14th 
Annual Spring Conference– Washington DC –April 18 – April 19, 2012 

 
ABA Regional Law School Mediation Competition Judge and Mediator – Judge for the Washington 
D.C. Regional Law Students Mediation Competition – American University Washington School of 
Law– Washington DC –March 3 – March 4, 2012 

 
 ABA Regional Law School Mediation Competition Judge – Judge for the Washington D.C. Regional 



Law Students Mediation Competition – American University Washington School of Law– Washington 
DC –March 5 – March 6, 2011 

 
 ABA Regional Law School Mediation Competition Judge – Judge for the Washington D.C. Regional 

Law Students Mediation Competition – University of Maryland Law School – Baltimore Maryland – 
February 28 - March 1, 2009 

 
 Recognized as Expert Witness By Several Virginia JD&R and Circuit Courts –- Since March, 2005 
 
 ABA Regional Law School Mediation Competition Judge – Judge for the Washington D.C. Regional 

Law Students Mediation Competition – George Mason Law School - Arlington, Virginia – March 3-4, 
2007 

 
 Areas of Special Interest and Research –  
 
  Child Adjustment in Joint-Custody Versus Sole Custody Arrangements: A Meta-Analytic Review – 

Robert Bauserman 
  The Spectrum of Parental Alienation Syndrome – Deirdre Conway Rand Ph.D Forensic 

Psychologist 
  Articles of Peer Review Journals on the Parental Alientation Syndrome of Richard Gardner – 1998 
  A Therapists View of Parental Alienation Syndrome – Mary Lund - 1995 
   Relocation of Children after Divorce and Children’s Best Interest: New Evidence and Legal 

Considerations – Sanford Braver, William Fabricius, Ira Ellman – Arizona State University 
  The Alienated Child: A reformulation of Parental Alienation Syndrome – Johnston and Kelly 2001 
  Placing Children’s Interest First – Developmentally Appropriate Parenting Plans – Michael Lamb 

2002 
  Origins of Attachment Theory: John Bowlby and Mary Ainsworth 
  Attachment and Divorce – Consequences for Children 

 


